








 61 

 
 
6a. Does your country have a system of grants and/or loans in place which can be 
used to carry out studies in another Member State or third country? 
6b. If yes, please provide brief details. 
The new loans system launched in 2007  for carrying out master programmes is 
totally portable  (the amount of money in 2008 is 150 millions euros) .  
7a. Does your country have a system of grants and/or loans in place which can be 
used to carry out studies in another Member State or third country (ie are 
portable)? 
Already answered 
7b. If yes, please provide brief details. 
 
7c. If not portable (student faces a risk of losing his/her loan/grant if they decide 
to spend part of a study period abroad) is action planned to ensure full 
portability? 
The grant system (designed some years ago) is not portable but it is planned to 
make changes in order to allow portability 
8a. What would you like to learn about from this PLA? 

Please rank 1-5 in order of interest, and add questions.  
 

1 Development of strategies to increase HE student mobility  
Specific questions 
 
4 Making national/regional funds available to support mobility 
Specific questions 
 
5 Public-private partnerships to support mobility 
Specific questions 
 
2 Use of non mobility-specific EU programmes to support mobility 
Specific questions 
 
3 Portability of grants and loans 
Specific questions 
 

8b. Are there any other specific questions/areas of interest you would like to see 
addressed in PLA within the framework of removing financial barriers to 
mobility which are not covered under the themes above? 
No 
9. Which policies or initiatives implemented in your country do you think may be 
of particular interest to other PLA participants?  Please either refer to a 
response given above or where not already covered above add information here. 
In the Spanish case, they will be presented in the PLA 
 
Where appropriate, in the above responses please give links to websites, reports or 
contact details where more information can be found 
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Insofar as possible this template has been drafted in format that can produce records 
suitable for inclusion in the online Compendium of good practice in modernising HE.  
Please confirm that the information provided in your responses here can be used for 
the Compendium (you would be contacted to approve a draft before a record is 
published in the Compendium) 
 

  Yes     No 
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Matrix of discussion issues 
 

PLA on Ways to increase mobility: Funding Models examined 

 

 Country What would you most like to learn about Which countries have interesting information 
on this subject 

Notes 

Development of strategies to increase HE student mobility 
What are the goals which increased mobility should lead to? 
How to increase outgoing mobility? 
Teacher mobility as a precondition for student mobility 

 
 
NO 
ES 

 
What are the goals and KPIs? 
 
 

Public Private partnerships to support mobility 
How to arrange both at an international, national and regional 
level public private partnerships. Also private loan schemes for 
foreign students back by EIB or national governments 

 
ES, RO 
 
 

 
Public/private partnerships do not seem to 
exist at the strategic level 
 

NL 

Portability of grants and loans 
How can this be promoted? 

Are there any good examples of proper data on mobility? 
 

 
 
MT, NO 

 
 
 
 
The data question relates again to KPIs 

Use of non mobility specific EU programmes to support mobility 
How can be top up grants for student mobility within LLP 
Erasmus? 

 
ES, MT, BG, RO, SK, SI 
 

 
 
 

Portability of grants and loans 
How do portable grants work in relation to funding of national 
HE (examples of good and bad practice) 
Who decides which foreign HEIs are eligible? 

 
NO, ES 

 
 
 
 

SI 

How can we measure efficiency and effectiveness of studies abroad 
compared to studies in own country?  

 Evaluation question again reflects 
goals/KPI concern 



 
Development of strategies to increase HE student mobility 

What are the incentives for HE institutions?  
What is being done to harmonize this with the Bologna cycles? 

 
ES 
 

 

Making national/regional funds available to support mobility 
What is the connection of regional universities with the regional 
governments: good practices? 

 
ES, NO, RO, NL 
 

 

Public-private partnerships 
How do we incentivise the private sector?  

 
 

 

Use of non mobility specific EU programs to support mobility 
How do we incorporate HE student mobility in the National 
Development Plans? 

 
RO, SI, MT 
 

 

Portability of grants and loans 
Is there best practice in this area?  

 
NO, NL,  
 

 

HU 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Are there international non profit organizations that support student 
mobility and cut the cost in the fields of housing, travel and insurance? 

ES 
RO  

 
Use of UNDP funds 

Development of strategies to increase HE student mobility 
In developing strategies to increase HE student mobility it is also 
important to also focus on cultural or structural barriers. What is 
most important to remove? Cultural barriers, structural barriers or 
financial barriers? Or a combination?  

 
 
ES, MT 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Public-private partnerships 
Are there examples of Public-private partnerships that have 
increased student mobility?  
In what ways do Public-private partnerships take place? 

 
ES 
 
ES 

 
 
Again the question of partnerships: are 
there examples elsewhere in EU? 

NO 

Non-mobility-specific EU programmes 
Norway is not eligible for example structural funds etc., so again 
we are interested in learning from other countries experiences. 

All others  

 
MT 

Development of strategies to increase HE student mobility 
Best practice examples which are beneficial to the student  
and the body supporting them 

ES, NL  

BE-FL Development of strategies to increase HE student mobility 
does the policy and strategy concerning HE student mobility belongs 

to the area of a policy of student affairs in HE or of a  policy of 
internationalisation of HE? Is it mainstream student business or 
part of a global internationalisation strategy? 

 
 
 
 
 

Again, the goals debate – what/who is 
mobility for? 



 
How do we deal with mobility outside the Erasmus programme, eg South 

Africa, Asia? How to find funding for this high cost exchanges?  
 
National/regional funds to support mobility 

Does an investment of extra funding provided by a country delivers 
better mobility? Does more money guarantee an increase in 
mobilty and quality?  

 
How do other countries deal with socio-economic factors of students when 

assigning grants?  
 
Other questions 
How can we support vertical mobility more than we do now? How do other 

governments deal with the recognition of diploma’s, the language of 
HE courses and the aspect of joint-double degrees? 

 
 

 
NL 
 
 
 
 
ES 
 
 
All others 
 
 
 
All others 
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EDUCATION AND TRAINING 2010 

CLUSTER ON MODERNISATION OF HIGHER EDUCATION 
PEER LEARNING ACTIVITY 
 
 

 
 
 
WAYS TO INCREASE MOBILITY: FUNDING MODELS EXAMINED 

 
Alicante, 29-31 October 2008 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PROGRAMME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

 
 
 

 
 

Tuesday October 28th 
 

  Arrival of participants and hotel accommodation  
 

21:00 Informal meeting. Brief introduction to the PLA in Alicante. 
Practical information and welcome cocktail. 
 

Hotel 
Meliá 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday October 29th 
Setting the Scene and developing the Strategy 

 
9:00 – 10:30  Welcome and Introduction to the theme of the PLA 

Cristina Garmendia Mendizábal, Minister of  Science and Innovation 
Ignacio Jiménez Raneda, Rector, University of Alicante 

Coffee  
 

10:45 – 11:30 Mobility in Spain 
Presentation by Gonzalo Guzmán, (Deputy Director of Spanish Agency for 
International Cooperation and Development, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
Cooperation) 
Presentation by Emilio García Prieto (Deputy Director of European 
Educational Programmes, Ministry of Science and Innovation) 
 

11:30 – 12:30 Public-Private Partnerships to Promote Mobility 
Presentation by Fermín Rezola Sáenz de Heredia (Santander Universities, 
Bank of Santander) 
Presentation by Rosa María Molins Solé (Grants and Social Studies,  La 
Caixa Foundation) 
 

University 
of 
Alicante – 
Social 
Building 



  
 

Lunch 
 
14:00 – 14:30 Mobility in Europe: an overview   

Presentation by Ulrich Teichler, University of Kassel  
 

14:30 - 15:15 Mobility and employability 
Presentation by José-Ginés Mora (Centre for Higher Education Studies, 
Institute of Education, University of London) 
 
An employer perspective of mobility value and financial support  
Presentation by Javier Jimenez (Head of Human Resources, SAR) 

 
Coffee 
15:30 – 16:15 Using EU 'non-mobility specific' programmes to support mobility 

Experience of using the European Social Fund for the promotion of mobility 
Presentation by Camelia Sturza (Counselor for EU Affairs,  
Romanian  Ministry of Education, Research and Youth)  

 
16:15 – 17:00 Portability of grants and loans  

Presentation by Ans Gottenbos (Deputy Director HE Policy and Student 
Support, Dutch Ministry of Education, Culture and Science) 
 

17:00-17:30 Conclusions Day 1 
 

 

Dinner   
 



  
 

Thursday October 30th 
Putting strategy into practice 

 
9:00 – 10:30  Site visit to University of Alicante 

    How mobility is managed by a large university with high participation 
levels in mobility and in particular, how the University brings 
together funding streams to remove barriers to mobility. 

 

University 
of 
Alicante – 
main 
campus 

10:45-11:15 Travel to Elche by coach  
 

 

11:30 – 12:30 Visit to University Miguel Hernandez (Elche) 
How mobility is managed within a smaller university. How funding 

streams are brought together to remove barriers to mobility. 
 

Lunch 
 

Elche 

14:30-15:00 Return to Alicante by coach  
15:00 – 15:30 Making Learning Mobility an Opportunity for All  

Presentation by Julie Fionda (Higher Education Policy Officer, 
European Commission) on the recommendations of the High Level 
Expert Forum on Mobility as concerns Higher Education and funding  

15:30 – 17:30 Country Presentations HU, NO, BG, SI and discussion on removing 
financial barriers to mobility 
 

17:30 - 18:00 Conclusions Day 2 
 

University 
of 
Alicante – 
Social 
Building 

Dinner 
 

 
 
 

Friday October 31st 
Moving Forward – ways to boost mobility 

 
9:00 – 12:30  Country Presentations BE-Fl, SK, MT and discussion on removing 

financial barriers to mobility  
 

12:30-13:00 Overall Conclusions, Recommendations and Closing remarks  
 

Lunch 
 

University 
of 
Alicante – 
Social 
Building 
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List of presentations 
 
Spanish government’s new ‘Estrategia 
Universidad 2015’ 

Dr Cristina Garmendia Mendizabal , Spanish 
Minster of Science and Innovation 

Erasmus in Spain: A success story Ms Rosa I. Gutiérrez, European Educational 
Programmes, Ministry of Science and Innovation 

Spanish Agency for International cooperation and 
Development: Mobility in Spain 

Gonzalo Guzmán Castaños, Deputy Director of 
the Spanish Agency for International cooperation 
and Development, in the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and Cooperation. 
 

Scholarship programs and grants for studying Fermín Rezola Sáenz de Heredia, Santander 
Universities, Bank of Santander 

La Caixa Fellowship Programmes Ignacio Felix Calvera Cabeza, Grants and Social 
Studies, La Caixa Foundation 

Student Mobility: Where Do We Come From, 
Where Are We, Where Are We Going to Inside 
the EHEA? 

Ulrich Teichler, University of Kassel 

The job market of mobile students in Spain 
 

Professor José-Ginés Mora, Centre for Higher 
Education Studies, Institute of Education, 
University of London 

An Employer’s perspective of mobility Javier Jimenez, Head of Human Resources, SAR 
Group 

Experience of using the European Social Fund for 
the promotion of mobility 
 

Camelia Sturza, Counsellor for EU Affairs, 
Romanian Ministry of Education, Research and 
Youth 

Portability of grants and loans Ans Gottenbos, Deputy Director HE Policy and 
Student Support, Dutch Ministry of Education 
Culture and Science 

New technology applied to managing mobility 
programmes 

Elena Agullo, Mobility Office, University of 
Alicante 

 Ursula Kress, Mobility Office. University Miguel 
Hernández 

Making mobility an opportunity for All: Report of 
the High-Level Expert Forum on Mobility 
 

Jlie Fionda, European Commission 

Hungarian Mobility Strategy’ József Temesi and Gabor Dobos, Hungary 
Removing finanacial barriers to Mobility: Norway Mads Gravaas, Norway 
Promoting Mobility in Bulgarian Higher 
Education’ 

Mimi Daneva and Ivana Radonova, Bulgaria 

Slovene Human Resources Development and 
Scholarship Fund’ 

Doris Sattler, Slovenia 

Internationalisation Programmes in Slovakia and 
in particular at the University of Presov 

Iveta Kovalcikova, Slovakia 

Mobility in Flanders Liesbeth Hens and Stijn Coenen, Flanders 
Mobility strategy in Malta: Maltese Government 
Scholarship Scheme (MGSS 

Kirsten Miller, Malta 

 
 




