Future avenues of the ICT cluster and PLA activities
Recommendations from the ICT cluster members

· The ICT cluster and PLA fulfilled clearly the objectives of being stocktaking, exchange and learning exercise.  All members endorsed the continuation of this work, 

· The ICT cluster and PLA are seen as an ideal forum to discuss the lessons learnt from past national ICT strategies and to discuss the way forward. Most of the EU countries are in the stage of rethinking their ICT strategies and the ICT cluster is seen as an instrument to guide this work.  The new MS particularly are very keen to discuss the results from former ICT strategies in the old MS and to fine-tune their strategies accordingly. Bilateral cooperation schemes between national governments have been set up in this context which would not have happened without the ICT cluster.

· The ICT cluster is particular in the sense that it directly contributes to all the other clusters due to its transversal dimension. The contributions to each cluster should be made more visible and cross-cluster meetings should enhance exchange and transfer. 

· The ICT cluster and PLA are seen as an enhancer of discussions and concrete implementations on regional and national level. It is a two-way learning and impact exercise. It strengthens the work nationally, gives arguments, and makes it possible to see the way forward in the future In addition, the European policymaking is being influenced. New areas of collaboration are being established and there is an increasing notion that education, training, and learning in general are affectively been enhanced by the use of technologies, but that the most important change has to happen on the pedagogical approaches using ICT. 

· The ICT cluster and PLA are addressing the actual transformation of educational institutions due to the evolving knowledge society. And are as such enormous relevant for educational policy making and forecasts. There is a clear paradox between what happens inside and outside the school environment. Education and training cannot be seen isolated from the major changes in society and the increased embedding of technologies in everyday life, work and leisure to the knowledge society. eLearning has to broaden is scope and address all stages of the learning life continuum.

· It is time to change the arguments around ICT for learning. It is timely to move away from perceiving ICT diffusion and usage as a goal and instead see ICT as an enabler. Focus on the relationship between ICT and innovation and how and when new technologies are opening possibilities. 

· It is time to take another step and look into policy impact nationally and European. 

· It is time to bring in more expertise from research, make a link with research projects, and bring their expertise into the meetings

· It is time to look to the outcomes of other clusters and PLA activities, more in particularly the clusters on 'Training the teachers', 'MST' and 'Key competencies' and to create more consistency and synergy between the clusters. ICT as an enhancer for lifelong learning is an important issue in all of these clusters. Suggest engaging people at national level as a support groups for the themes discussed at the PLA and build up a support network and system groups across the various clusters. This happens already in Iceland and Norway. The participants very warmly welcomed this suggestion. 

